
 

Chapter 6: Air Boat Rescue Training 

Rescue Techniques for Helping Others in Distress on the Water 
 

When operating an Air Boat on the water, it is important to be prepared for any situation that 
may arise, including the need to rescue others in distress.  

If you run upon someone that has sunk an Air Boat, you are morally obligated to help them. One 
day it might be you in that situation, 

Seals training course covers in detail suggested rescue procedures. We will discuss various 
rescue techniques that can be used to help those in need while operating an Air Boat. 

One important rescue technique to keep in mind is the use of a throw buoy. A throw buoy with a 
rope can be thrown to someone in the water who is in distress. By using a buoy, you can quickly 
provide assistance to someone who may be struggling in the water, allowing them to grab onto 
the buoy and be pulled to safety. 

 

 



Keep in mind before approaching somebody(s) in the water, there are many things should be 
thought out ahead of time before the act of rescuing takes place. Things like weather, current, 
winds and condition of people. Seals Training course spells out more in detail suggested actions 
in what order to help people that are in destress. Super important is to get the people out of a 
panic mode and re-enforce them that they aren't going to drown. 

Another rescue technique if you have it onboard is the use of a rescue tube. A rescue tube is a 
flotation device that can be thrown to someone in the water to help keep them afloat until 
additional assistance can arrive. By having a rescue tube on board your Air Boat, you can 
quickly provide aid to those in need and help prevent further injury or distress. 

In addition to using a throw buoy and rescue tubes, it is important to be familiar with proper 
rescue techniques, such as approaching a person in the water from the downwind side to prevent 
the Air Boat from drifting onto them. By practicing these techniques regularly, you can ensure 
that you are prepared to assist others in distress while operating your Air Boat. 

It is also important to have a plan in place for calling for additional assistance in the event of a 
rescue situation. Make sure that you have a way to communicate with emergency services, such 
as a VHF radio or cell phone, and know how to provide them with your location and information 
about the situation. 

By following these rescue techniques and being prepared for any situation that may arise on the 
water, you can ensure the safety of yourself and others souls onboard while operating an Air 
Boat. Remember, being proactive and prepared is key to successful rescue operations on the 
water. 
 
Communication Strategies for Coordinating Rescue Efforts 
 

Communication plays a crucial role in coordinating rescue efforts during emergencies while 
operating an Air Boat. In order to effectively manage rescue situations, it is essential for Air Boat 
owners and users to have a clear understanding of communication strategies and protocols. We 
will explore various communication strategies that can be utilized to coordinate rescue efforts 
and ensure the safety of all individuals involved. 

Seals training course instilled the discipline of CRM in all of our courses. Commercial aviation, 
military, marine and many more organizations utilize CRM training of their personal.  CRM 
stands for Crew Resource Management. In a nutshell, CRM conditions all members of a team to 
work as a coordinated unit as one. With this training everyone should work as a team in an 
efficient manner. Seals gives examples of crews working together and crews that didn't and 
people got hurt and some died. 



 

In addition to establishing a designated communication channel, it is important for Air Boat 
owners and users to establish a clear chain of command during rescue operations. This chain of 
command should outline the roles and responsibilities of each individual on board the Air Boat, 
including the designated leader who will be responsible for making critical decisions and 
coordinating rescue efforts. By clearly defining roles and responsibilities, responders can work 
together effectively and efficiently to address emergency situations. 

Another important communication strategy for coordinating rescue efforts is utilizing clear and 
concise language when communicating with individuals on board the Air Boat. During 
emergency situations, it is crucial for responders to communicate information quickly and 
effectively in order to ensure the safety of all individuals involved. By using clear and concise 
language, responders can convey important information in a timely manner and coordinate 
rescue efforts more efficiently. 

Furthermore, Air Boat owners and users should consider implementing regular communication 
drills and exercises to practice their communication skills during rescue operations. By 
conducting drills and exercises, responders can identify potential communication challenges and 
develop strategies to overcome them. Additionally, practicing communication skills can help 
responders work together more effectively and improve overall coordination during rescue 
efforts. 

In conclusion, effective communication is essential for coordinating rescue efforts during 
emergencies while operating an Air Boat. By establishing a designated communication channel, 
defining a clear chain of command, using clear and concise language, and conducting regular 
communication drills, Air Boat owners and users can enhance their communication skills and 
improve their ability to coordinate rescue efforts. By implementing these communication 
strategies, responders can work together more effectively and ensure the safety of all individuals 
involved in emergency situations. 

 
 



Please check out all 10 chapters. You will be well on your way to becoming a safe Air Boater.  
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